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Australia has an amazing diversity of wildlife including many endemic species.  At its Club Night 
on 15th Oct the Field Club welcomed Committee member and author of Nature Notes, Chris Booth, 
to give an illustrated talk on some of the species he and his wife Jean encountered during 3 visits to 
the continent in recent years. 

Starting in Sydney’s  Botanic Gardens, Chris showed us close-ups of Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, 
Black Swan, Purple Swamp Hen, Spur-winged Plover and the Tawny Frogmouth which resembles 
our Nightjar and blended perfectly with the branch on which it perched.   An amazing spectacle for 
which the gardens are famous is that of 20,000 fruit bats leaving their roost to go to feed in the 
Sydney suburbs.  A whale-watching trip enabled them to photograph Hump-backed Whales as they 
migrated from their breeding grounds to the rich feeding areas of the Antarctic.  Each whale has a 
distinct pattern on the underside of their flukes from which they can be identified.  

As an aside Chris showed us a plaque at the entrance to Botany Bay recording the death of the first 
Briton to die in Australia, Forby Sutherland, a native of Flotta, who succumbed to disease shortly 
after his arrival.  Bird species in the region included the gorgeously-plumaged Crimson Rosella, 
Australian King Parrot and Rainbow Lorikeet.  Also there was the Laughing Kookaburra which 
visited gardens in search of insects and reptiles.  In the Royal National Park were the Eastern Grey 
Kangaroo and the very large and aptly-named Powerful Owl.  Lizard species included the Blue-
tongued Skink and Jacky Lizard.

Next stop was Kangaroo Island off the coast of Adelaide where Chris and Jean rented a bungalow 
overlooking Pelican Lagoon.  As well as pelicans the area is well-known for Australian Sea-lions 
and Cape Barren Geese both of which are protected having been hunted to near extinction.  In the 
National Park there were Koalas and the Echidna,  or Spiny Anteater,  one of Australia’s  2 egg-
laying mammals.  On the beaches the protected Hooded Plover could be seen.    

Moving on to on to Albany, 200 miles SW of Perth Chris and Jean were able to photograph the rare 
Southern Right Whale. The species is easily recognized by having no dorsal fin, V-shaped blow-
holes and paddle-shaped pectoral fins.

Other highlights of the Booths’ travels were: 
 
 in the Pinnacles Desert 160 miles north of Perth the limestone pillars, some 2 m in height, and 

around Lake Thetis huge stromatolites, colonies of algae, usually fossilized but here still living; 
 at Monkey Mia half way up the coast of Western Australia Bottle-nosed Dolphins coming into 

shallow water to be fed by hand;  
 the amazing wetlands of the Kakadu National Park in the Northern Territories teeming with 

wildlife – herons, egrets, kingfishers, spoonbills, White-bellied Sea Eagles, Black Kites, salt- 
and freshwater crocodiles and much more; 

 around Ayers Rock the feral single-humped camels, the Pink Cockatoo and Crested Pigeon;  
 in the Atherton Tablelands of Northern Queensland Tree Kangaroos and the Sugar Glider, a 

small marsupial which can glide up to 100m from tree to tree;  



 on Lady Elliot Island at the southern tip of the Great Barrier Reef  egg-laying Green Turtles, 
Crested and Bridled Terns, Greater and Lesser Frigatebirds and Red-tailed Tropic Birds;  

 on Lord Howe Island, a volcanic island 200 miles NE of Sydney, the endemic Woodhen which 
was brought to the verge of extinction caused by the introduction of alien species and is recover-
ing following a captive breeding programme; 

 and finally in the Capertee Valley in the Blue Mountains NE of Sydney,  gorgeous Rainbow 
Bee-eaters and a handsome Spotted Harrier while Bearded Dragon lizards sun-bathed on fence 
posts.  

Chris’s talk gave us a fascinating insight into the incredible richness and diversity of the wildlife 
and habitats  of  the Australian  continent  and was much enhanced by some expert  photography. 
Many thanks to Chris and Jean.

Dick Matson, October 24th 2010


